Dear Dr. Bendle,

You will have seen Saturday's Australian newspaper, and I hope you might agree that this dispute between us has gotten quite out of hand. I would like to take you up on your comments there that we should sort this out reasonably between us.
I am writing to ask you to issue a statement and have it press released nationally through James Cook University. I also wish you to publish it in  Quadrant. I will include a text acceptable to me, and explain my reasons, below.
However wrong I believe your interpretation, in September's Quadrant, of the work of myself and the contributors to Bowden and Davis, you have every right to criticise us on its substance and approach. As you say, that's academic freedom.
My concern is the claims you have made that I had 'relentless sympathy for terrorists', that Paul Pickering defended the London bombers, and that we and 'other academics' were 'pro-terrorist'.
These allegations are untrue. They also have the potential to cause us serious damage. This potential for damage is already increasing, given that this Sunday Eleni Hale from the Herald-Sun published an article drawing upon and amplifying the allegations. Indeed she presented them to a Bali bombing victim to elicit a comment. You would understand how hurtful this would be to one of the victims.
Your claims are not supported by anything said in the Bowden and Davis book, and they are directly refuted in my books Beyond Security Ethics and Violence and Fear of Security, as they are in numerous scholarly articles of mine. Should you be in doubt, I refer you to page 67 of Beyond Security, which states: "One understandable purpose of the [separation] wall is to provide Israelis with better security against the deeply immoral, politically misguided and strategically disastrous Palestinian campaign of suicide attacks waged inside the pre-1967 borders of Israel..". I would also refer you to pages 84 and 162, and to my article "The end of terrorism studies", in Critical Studies on Terrorism 1(1), 2008, which makes a sustained argument about the immorality and illegitimacy of terrorism, and the need to de-legitimise it among communities susceptible to radicalisation.
Immediately below I set out the statement and my terms for its release.
The statement should read as follows:

"STATEMENT BY DR. MERVYN BENDLE, JAMES COOK UNIVERSITY
I refer to my article "Hijacking terrorism studies", published in the September 2008 issue of Quadrant magazine, and to the articles about myself and Dr. Anthony Burke in The Weekend Australian of 20-21 September and the Herald-Sun of 21 September.
Those articles claimed or implied that Dr. Burke, Dr. Paul Pickering and Dr. Brett Bowden had sympathy for, or had defended, terrorists. I acknowledge that these claims were false and unsupported by evidence. I also accept that Dr. Burke has in his books and numerous articles stated that terrorism is an immoral and illegitimate form of political violence.
I regret and apologise for these untrue claims, and any distress they have caused."

My terms for release:
-The statement should be issued in a press release to all state and national media as soon as possible Monday 22 September 2008, by the Public Relations office of James Cook University on their letterhead. The statement should also be emailed to Jamie Walker at the Australian and Eleni Hale at the Herald-Sun, with a request to publicise it.
-The statement, minus the reference to the press articles, should also be published in the next available print edition of Quadrant (I believe it is November), and as soon as possible on its website.
-The statement should also be sent to the editor or author of any website or blog which repeats the claims, and every effort should be made by yourself to have them removed.
Should you reject my request to issue the statement, we will pursue the request at the UNSW to JCU official level.
Should you continue to reject the request following that, defamation proceedings against yourself remain an option. However I assure you that I wish to avoid such proceedings. You can also be assured that if you issue the statement as drafted, and in the manner requested, it would serve to satisfy all claims that may be raised by myself in such an action.

Regards

Anthony Burke
Associate Professor of Politics and International Relations
The University of New South Wales at The Australian Defence Force Academy
